May 22, 2007

Dear International Forum Participants,

Tashi Delek! I am very sorry that I cannot be there in person to participate in this very important and historic “International Forum” in Turin, Italy focused on securing Tibet’s independence. I was very pleased to hear about this meeting, as there is a great and urgent need to tighten and strengthen the network of individuals and organizations working for Rangzen. There is also a pressing need for all of us to be much more active and openly vocal in our efforts to achieve independence. For too long, those of us fighting for independence have worked in isolation, and often times, behind closed doors in dark rooms!

As most of you know, Taktser Rinpoche and I co-founded the International Tibet Independence Movement (ITIM) in 1995 to secure Tibet’s independence through nonviolent methods. Therefore, our mission is consistent with the primary focus of your Forum. As you also know, Rinpoche has been a strong and firm voice for Rangzen ever since He escaped from Tibet in 1951. He has been tireless and relentless His effort to return Tibet to the Tibetans. Even now, at the age of 84 years old, Rinpoche remains unwavering in His position that Rangzen is the only viable and acceptable solution to the Tibet-China conflict.

Since 1995, ITIM also has strongly advocated independence as the only acceptable solution. We firmly believe Tibetans are the only individuals who have the best interest of Tibet in mind, and who can effectively preserve and promote the Tibetan culture and religion. We also believe Tibetans should never compromise on their birthright of ruling their own country.

Over the years, ITIM has actively, and at times, aggressively stood up for Rangzen. Sometimes our organization has stood alone for this stance, and sometimes we endured harsh criticism and threats from the Tibetan and non-Tibetan communities. ITIM has always, however, been guided by principles of justice and truth, and therefore, we have remained steadfast in our demand for Rangzen. Our demand will never change.

I know those of you attending this Forum are guided by the same principles and eventual outcome to the Tibet-China conflict. I am hopeful your Forum will energize and help to establish a groundswell of support for the Rangzen movement. I also hope your deliberations over the course of the next few days will result in more coordinated and extensive worldwide actions and policies to secure Tibet’s independence.

There are many Rangzen advocates in-exile hiding in the shadows that will eventually reveal their true aspiration. What is absolutely clear though is that the Tibetans inside of Tibet openly and willingly share our unequivocal vision of pursuing Tibet’s independence. I am certain your Forum will inspire the Tibetans in Tibet, and I hope it will motivate a larger number of persons and organizations in-exile to stand up in public for Rangzen. 

I look forward to hearing about the outcome of your Forum and sharing the results with Rinpoche and my ITIM Board Members. ITIM is willing and ready to collaborate on any actions and policies designed to achieve our shared objective.I am wishing you a successful and fruitful meeting.

Bhod Rangzen!

peace, Larry Gerstein, Ph.D.
President, International Tibet Independence Movement

Director, Center for Peace & Conflict Studies-Ball State University

Professor-Ball State University
