Statement

Dhokham Chushi Gangdruk, Inc.

The first Dhokham Chushi Gangdruk International conference was held in New York City on December 23rd and 24th 2006.  It was attended by many well known Tibetan and Chinese personnel and many Khampa members.

The purpose of holding an international conference in New York City was to find out the ways and means of restoring Tibetan rights and freedom in Tibet, promote and strengthen our resolve, invigorate our unity and perseverance, and to inculcate a sense of purpose in the younger generations and educate them with the real historical back ground of our country.

Historically, Tibet had been independent since 127 B.C., when the people of Yarlung, South Tibet enthroned their first king, Nyatri Tsenpo, and built the first castle, Yambu Lhakhang, despite foreign interference and periods of decentralization.  Since then till 1949, Tibet fully enjoyed independence, in the full sense of the word.  Tibet had her own national anthem, flag, history, form of government, judiciary and monetary systems, and religious, cultural and social traditions all different from China, except for eating Momos or dumplings.  

In 1912, the most illustrious Tibetan leader, His Holiness the 13th Dalai Lama, expelled all the Manchu soldiers and other civilian settlers.  No remnants of foreign interference were left.  Tibetan independence was once again proclaimed by establishing diplomatic relations with British India, Bhutan and Nepal.

The 13th Dalai Lama modified the Tibetan marshal and postal systems based on the Japanese system, to modernize these systems.

Geographically, Tibet is approximately the size of Sudan. It consists of three provinces. Each province has a unique and characteristic story that beautifully adorns Tibet.  The Kham region is home to Tibetans who are the direct descends of three of the six original Tibetan people.  Lonpo Gar-tong-tsan, the right hand minister for King Tsongtsen Gambo was from Kham.  Later Buddhist renaissance  took place in the Kham region while it was wiped out or faced inconceivable obstacles in central Tibet.

In violation of Tibetan sovereignty and the international laws, Communist China invaded Tibet in 1949.   It encroached upon Tibet from eastern Tibet first. It was the people of Khampa who first faced Chinese aggression, leaving the Khampas with no other option but resistance to the illegal invasion.

In 1957, under extremely dire and urgent circumstances, the Dhokham Chushi Gangdruk, the Tibetan Volunteer Defense Force was formed in Tibet with numerous aims and objectives to resist the illegal Chinese invasion.

At the start, the Khampas-led resistance movement launched only sporadic and disorganized guerrilla activities.  As time passed and China’s real intentions became clear, the Tibetan resistance movement intensified, and more people from the provinces of Amdo and Kham joined the movement. Both sides suffered heavy losses.

Eventually, the Tibetan resistance movement became concentrated in central Tibet, nearer His Holiness, the Dalai Lama and Government of Tibet.   In an expression of their indebtedness to the leadership and political and spiritual guidance provided by His Holiness, the Dhokham Chushi Gangdruk, led by the Khampas, obtained a golden throne and offer this to His Holiness.

Due to mounting Chinese pressure, the Tibetan Government had to ask the resistance movement to move their base of operations away from Lhasa, the Tibetan capital.  They moved to Tsethang, South Tibet and established their headquarters there.  Mr. Angdruk Gonbo Tashi was unanimously chosen to be the commander-in-chief of the forces of resistance.  Under his dynamic leadership, the movement implemented a more coherent and better-organized, strategy, with arms provided by the outside world.

The members of the Khampas pledged to defend Tibet, the very person of His Holiness the Dalai Lama, and Buddhism.  They pledged to lay down their lives and possession for the cause of Tibetan freedom.  They took full responsibility to clearing the southern route. This voluntary service ensured safety and a smooth transit passage for His Holiness, the Dalai Lama, and His entourage when His Holiness had to leave Tibet in 1959.

Today, His Holiness, the 14th Dalai Lama, has adopted a policy of middle path and has agreed to accept the autonomous regions status for Tibet.  He insists on the integration of three Tibetan provinces to be under one administrative rule without partition.  

Many Tibetans feel that Dharamsala had gone too far but gained almost nothing from China.  Taking into consideration of the long term betterment and benefits for the peoples of Tibet and China, the  fundamental issue of Tibet is at stake.

If the Chinese Communist are a decent and appreciative people, it would be extremely wise to accept the Tibetan proposals, and try to solve the Sino-Tibetan problems.

On the contrary, the Communist leaders in Beijing launched more heinous campaigns against His Holiness by baselessly accusing Him of being involved in activities aimed at splitting the motherland.  Today, even the innocent possession of the Dalai Lama’s photo is a crime punishable by arrest and imprisonment.

On May 7, 2006, the Vice Chairman of the Ministry of Minorities, Peoples Republic of China, issued a statement accusing His Holiness of being a political reactionary, of religious deception and misleader in methodology.  Similarly the Tibetan Autonomous Region’s Chairperson issued a statement on May 16, 2006 accusing His Holiness of being a criminal who is making these last impulsive struggles before he dies.  The Region’s Chairperson encouraged all the Tibetans to comply with directives issued by the Central Government of China and to fight separation from China.

We, the people of Tibet, do not accept these blasphemous accusations.  His Holiness is the unsurpassable political and religious leader of Tibet.  He is the symbol of Tibetan sovereignty and is the ultimate object of refuge for every Tibetan. For the benefit of people of Tibet, China and whole world at large, His Holiness has adopted a policy of non-violence and a strategy based on middle path.  He is respected throughout the world, and is regarded as an unsurpassed symbol of world peace and human understanding.    

The Peoples Republic of China, on the other hand, illegally invaded our independent nation without showing the slightest regard to the international law and norms of conduct and decency.  We, Tibetans, are looked down upon and subjected to daily, unwarranted persecution in our own country.  The Chinese government tortures and exploits our people and completely ignores our fundamental aspirations.  Our response of patience with injustice perpetrated by Communist China will not result in any benefit or better understanding between the two nations.

Restoration of Tibetan independence is the indisputable solution, and it is the right time for every Tibetan to think carefully how to achieve it.  All Tibetans must seriously consider that the Sino-Tibet struggle could be long-term.  We must prepare the future generations of Tibetans to tirelessly carry the struggle forward.  

No matter how beautiful the natural setting of Tibet is, this very setting sets it back in communicating to the outside the world the  conditions of life in Tibet for Tibetans. The natural barrier surrounding Tibet was a most formidable barrier to access to Tibet for the rest of the world when Tibet was independent, except for China, who always had an easy access.  China’s illegal occupation of Tibet has thrown the country into a far worst iron curtain than the world has ever known.

The world does not know what is taking place behind this terrible curtain: the inhuman treatment of Tibetan political prisoners, the decay of illegal prostitution and drug use that fills the streets of Lhasa, the illegal monitoring of monasteries, churches, temples and mosques, the execution of political prisoners without due process, the violation of human rights, degradation of human dignity, and deprivation of liberty, and many other such conditions are the order of the day.  Do any of these happenings get published in the international press? Are these known publicly?  The answer is “NO!.”

Public discussion and debates, expositions, exhibits and seminars,  news reporting, exposure in the mass media, and other such means that shape world opinion are needed to bring about outrage to Communist China’s policies in Tibet.  Such forums, like this Turin Conference, are among the best means of making even specific, individual crimes publicly known, and, in doing so, may become a deterrent.

This Forum in Turin could be a window for all to see the kind of inhuman and illegal arbitrations that are taking place in Tibet daily, the real world of Tibet under China. Thus the Turin Conference could provide a better, clearer knowledge and understanding of the true Tibetan situation.  The Chinese government’s violation of the human rights of the Chinese people, in general, and six million Tibetans in particular will tarnish the honor that goes with hosting the Olympic Games in 2008 and any other actions that government takes to bring honor to China.
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