Dear Friends,

It is a great honour for me to be here with you today. I would like to give two clear and straight messages. One refers to the objective, namely whether Tibet can and should be independent and the second message refers to what needs to be done to achieve the objective.   

So, is Tibet independence a realistic objective ? 

Before I answer this question, allow me to share with you my experience in 1991 and 1992 when I was very much involved with the Lithuanian struggle for independence. In those times,  I was priviledged to meet some surviving “brothers of the forest” who heroically fought against the soviets till the early fifties.  Talking to these fighters and looking at their eyes I did indeed realize that, even if defeated militarily, they never considered themselves genuinely defeated and that was because, deep in their souls, they never surrendered.  Thousands of brothers of the forest infact died so that Lithuania could one day live again … Their dreams became a reality on 18th of February 1991 when Lithuania declared independence. 

Therefore my first message is that Tibet must and will one day become independent and our motto must be “ never surrender “.

How to achieve it ?  

The struggle for freedom of the Tibetan nation has many friends and supporters worldwide. Just by chance, last week, I realized that my brother in law has been arranging the building of a children centre in the refugee camp of Bhandara in the Maharashtra region in India, with the financial support of the Trentino Alto Adige region. These days the province of Rome has organised a Tibetan event...There literally are hundreds and hundreds of organisations and associations worldwide supporting the Tibetan struggle for freedom and independence but we are all doing separately our own little thing... 

This is wrong ... devided we shall loose... united we shall win....

Therefore, we must put in place a coordinated and united front where the benefits of our synergies are maximised.  
So let us never surrender and let us work together till the freedom and independence of Tibet is re-established !

We owe this not only to Tibet, the Tibetan people and, infact, to ourselves but, perhaps, above all, we owe it to the millions who have given their lives for the cause of liberty and who can no longer speak.

Let’s speak for them ! Never surrender !
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